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Tourism Businesses Going Green

(including examples of Green Award Schemes)

INDEX


Name of Programme
Nature of Support



Information
Advisory Support
Funding


Marketing



1
Green Tourism Business Scheme
(
(

(

2
Hospitable Climates
(


(

3
VISIT (Voluntary Initiatives for Sustainability in Tourism)



(

4
Scottish Community  & Household Renewables Initiative


(


5
Envirowise
(
(



6
Action Energy
(
(
(


7
Scottish Energy Efficiency Office

(



8
Loan Action Scotland


(


9
Enhanced Capital Allowance


(


10
VIBES



(

11
European Eco-label (The Flower)



(

12
Design Advice

(



13
Business Environmental Partnership

(



14
www.j4b.co.uk
(




15
Energy Saving Trust
(

(


16
NetRegs
(




17
STEP





GREEN TOURISM SUPPORT PROGRAMMES
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1
Green Tourism Business Scheme
(
(

(
The Green Tourism Business Scheme is a VisitScotland accredited scheme to help tourism businesses to reduce their environmental impact, save costs, improve efficiency and increase their marketing potential. The awards are divided into three levels:

BRONZE
Good basic environmental practice 

SILVER
Very good environmental practices 

GOLD

Excellence in environmental practice

A joining fee of between £88.13 and £235 is payable with an annual fee of £29 and £176 depending on the size of the business.

The website www.green-business.co.uk contains information on a range of ways in which a business can be run more efficiently, from energy, waste, training, water, wildlife/landscape protection etc.


www.green-business.co.uk
Tel: 01738 632162

E-mail: gtbs@green-business.co.uk

2
Hospitable Climates
(


(
A free scheme set up especially for the hospitality industry which provides advice and guidance to visitor attractions and accommodation about how to minimise their energy costs. 

Hospitable Climates simplifies the process of energy management by providing the tools, information and advice necessary in the drive to greater efficiency and increased savings for premises.

Participants are listed on the Hospitable Climates web site and receive quarterly newsletters.


www.hospitableclimates.co.uk


3
VISIT -
Voluntary Initiatives for Sustainability in Tourism



(
VISIT is a framework developed for existing tourism ecolabels with common principles and requirements for criteria to improve promotional opportunities and marketing support.  It produces a guide which features all members of the GTBS.


www.yourvisit.info

4
Scottish Community and Household Renewables Initiative


(

Funds renewable energy technologies for Households and Communities.  Small Tourism businesses may qualify under the Household section if they are living in the business (B&Bs etc).  The grant offers 30% funding for up to two different technologies to a total funding support of £4000.  Technologies covered are solar water heating, PV, small wind turbines, micro-hydro, automated biomass and ground source heat pumps.


www.est.org.uk/schri/

5
Envirowise
(
(
(
(



UK government programme set up to improve the profitability, competitiveness and environmental performance of businesses. Free products and services include: 

· Environment and Energy Helpline - one hour of free advice and on-site consultancy from Envirowise experts

· Publications - case studies, best practice guides and reference notes provide up-to-date information on waste minimisation issues, methods and successes

· Half-day Site Visits – free visits for SMEs to solve specific operations issues.  Arranged through helpline

· FastTrack Visits - free, on site waste reviews with Envirowise consultants to help you identify and realise energy and resource efficiency savings 


www.envirowise.gov.uk

6
Action Energy
(

(

(

Action Energy is run by the Carbon Trust in partnership with the Scottish Executive.  Support especially tailored to help smaller businesses reduce their energy bills includes:

· simple, practical information on easy to implement no-cost and low-cost measures 

· free telephone advice on what your business can do to save money on energy 

· site surveys from a local energy efficiency adviser 

· interest-free loans to fund energy saving projects through Loan Action Scotland (See separate entry).


www.actionenergy.org.uk

7
Scottish Energy Efficiency Office

(


The SEEO promotes the Action Energy and Envirowise scheme and also provides free audits to companies with combined energy bills over £10,000.  On average these audits identify potential savings of 15% to 20% at low cost. If any improvements require Capital investment funding is available through Loan Action Scotland.


www.energy-efficiency.org.uk

8
Loan Action Scotland


(

Loan Action Scotland is an interest free loan of between £5,000 to £50,000 for quantifiable energy efficiency measures such as heating, lighting and equipment. It is open to Scottish companies who have been trading more than a year and have less than 250 employees. The SEEO/Action Energy audits quantify savings and these are multiplied by 5, the number of years available to pay pack the loan. E.g. The audit identifies savings of £2000 per annum if a hotel upgrades it's heating.  Loan Action Scotland will then offer £10,000 towards the cost of the heating system. For the first five years the hotel will pay £2000 back to Loan Action Scotland (instead of the utility company) and year on year thereafter it will benefit from the savings. Therefore at no time is the hotel's spending increased.


www.energy-efficiency.org/LAS

9
Enhanced Capital Allowance


(

Money collected from the Climate Change Levy is recycled in the form of the Enhanced Capital Allowance Scheme - tax relief for energy efficiency technologies. The scheme offers four times the return of the normal capital tax scheme as you can claim 100% of the capital cost in the first year. There are over 5,000 products on the qualifying list, including boilers, refrigeration equipment and heating systems.  A full list of products is available from their website.


www.eca.gov.uk

10
VIBES



(
VIBES (Vision in business for the environment) is a national awards scheme open to businesses of all sizes.  The main aim is to support business efficiency and competitiveness through improving environmental performance. Winners are announced at a high profile awards ceremony and is an opportunity for businesses to gain a marketing advantage and have good environmental performance widely recognised.


www.vibes.org.uk

11
European Eco-label (The Flower)



(
The official European "green award" label for products and services. The aims of the scheme are to promote products which can reduce negative environmental impacts, and to help provide consumers with accurate information about these aspects.

In early 2003 tourist accommodation became the first service to which the EU Eco-label could be awarded. The Flower signifies that a tourism business has achieved reduced energy and water consumption, and has a good overall environmental performance.


www.fern.org

12
Design Advice

(


Consultancy service offering professional, independent and impartial advice on the energy-efficient and environmentally responsible design of buildings.  Clients are offered a free, one-day general consultancy of their building project(s), with more detailed consultations also supported.  All potential buildings/group of buildings must have a minimum floor area of 500m².  The service covers refurbishment and new-build work.


www.designadvice.co.uk/DesignAdvice

Freephone 0800 585794



13
Business Environmental Partnership



(


Provide free assistance with environmental management to small to medium sized businesses throughout Scotland wishing to benefit from waste minimisation / energy efficiency / improved water and effluent management / environmental policy etc 

Also run

STEP (Shell Technology Enterprise Programme) Enterprise offers supervised student placements to all types of companies through the Environmental Placement Programme.


www.thebep.co.uk
Tel: 0131 654 1234

www.step.org.uk
Tel: 0870 036 5450

14
www.j4b.co.uk
(



On-line grants and loans information database.  By completing a business profile, the search engine locates energy and environmental grants and loans available for the type of organisation and its location entered.  Three free searches available per 90 days.


www.j4b.co.uk

15
Energy Saving Trust
(

(
(
(


Information and support includes:

Climate Change Levy: how to reduce the impact of CCL on energy bills

Solar Grants: substantial grants funded by DTI are available towards the installation of solar electricity equipment for householders, businesses or social housing groups. Up to 50 per cent ‘fixed’ grant funding for small-scale applications (0.5kWp - 5kWp).
TransportEnergy PowerShift: aims to create the conditions for clean fuel vehicles to be practically and economically viable. All applicants seeking grant funding for clean fuel vehicles (CFVs) must choose vehicles that appear on the PowerShift Register.

TransportEnergy CleanUp: campaign to improve air quality in the UK by encouraging the fitting of emission reduction equipment to the most polluting diesel vehicles.  Eligibility depends on if applicants chosen technology and vehicle type is on the CleanUp Register. 


www.est.org.uk/solar/

www.powershift.org.uk

www.cleanup.org.uk



16
NetRegs


(



UK web site designed to help small businesses navigate the maze of environmental legislation.  “Management Guidelines” help businesses comply with key environmental legislation applying to the different aspects of businesses, from raw material inputs through to wastes. “Sector Guidelines” offer practical measures to ensure knowledge of compliance with the law, by sector.
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/netregs/
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